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The ‘Cliff Club News
April 2009

Hello and Welcome to the Queenscliff Bowling, Tennis & Croquet Club latest newsletter.

This Newsletter intends to inform members of current news and people, past history of
the Club, and other pieces of interest to you – the member.

If you would like to submit an article for the newsletter, in the bowls season to be issued
every month or two, please put you news in an envelope and address it to “The Cliff Club
News”, or email newsletter@queenscliffbowling.com.au

Wishing the members success on and off the greens, may the coming off-season be an
entertaining time. Just because the Bowling slows down, doesn’t mean the Club closes!
For those travelling – safe return.

Board Chairman’s Message – Robert Merriman.

All members are encouraged to attend the Sectional Annual General Meetings, and the
Annual General Meeting of the Association, which will be held on 29th May, 2009. I
congratulate all the winners of the sporting sections and thank the hard working
volunteers who have kept the various sporting activities running through the year.

Important issues surrounding our future revenue continue to take up a great deal of our
time, however at this time we are no clearer as to our future financial opportunities and
are not clear as to when we may be in a position to finalise our future strategy.

I look forward to seeing you at the Annual General Meeting.

Bob Merriman
Board Chairman.
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BOWLS: Finals Results

Queenscliff Bowls Club has been successful this year in reaching the finals of many
divisions of the GDBA and BDLBA Pennant.

BDLBA

The A1 Side Ladies Side met Ocean Grove 1 in the Grand Final at Drysdale last month.
After a poor start, the Couta’s came back, to get ahead by 1 shot, with 2 ends to go.
Unfortunately, the next two ends went against us, and the Ladies lost by the narrow
margin of 2 shots 79 – 81! A great effort, ladies, go well next season all teams!

GDBA

The Premier League Side of Queenscliff again met Victoria at Ballarat Bowls Club,
following their success in the Qualifying Final, they played well in the Grand Final – to
be even after all 100 ends at been played – 98 all!

All rinks took to the greens again for one extra end, and in a tight finish, two rinks up and
two rinks down – Queenscliff went down 100 – 102 to Victoria, who sang their Club
song with gusto!

Congratulations to all teams who played this year in Pennant, and well done to our
worthy finalists – we came close in both, and will do better in future seasons, I am sure.

PRESENTATION DAY

Bowls Greens 1 + 3 have been closed for renovations and Green 2 will close after
Presentation Day to be held on April 26.

Please put your name on the list in the foyer, for players or non-players, to attend this
day, and support your Club.

“The man who wins may have been counted out several times, but he didn’t hear the
referee” – HE Jansen

“Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.” – Thomas
Edison.

“All things are difficult before they are easy.” – John Norley

“It is a funny thing about life; if you refuse to accept anything but the best, you very often
get it.” – Somerset Maugham
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Club Championship & Club Game Results

This year’s Club matches have been completed, the Winners and Runners Up for each
event are as follows:

MENS: Winner Runner Up
Singles Club Champion: Dennis Arthur Ray Lawrence
Monahan Pairs: Tom Warren &

Robert Warren
Stewart Webb &
Bob Millichamp

Warren Pairs Luke Wayth &
Ray Lawrence

Tom Warren &
Kevin Murray

100 Up: Tom Warren Barry Gladman
Handicap Singles: Barrie Close Barry Gladman
Veteran Singles: Keith Johnson Pat Monahan
Minor Singles: Tom Warren John Anwyl

Mixed Pairs: Barrie & Gwen Close Ray & Barbara Lawrence

LADIES:
Singles Club Champion: Lesley Taylor Gwen Awty
2 Bowl Singles: Joanne Wurfel Gwen Close
Handicap Singles Dianne Roberts Lesley Taylor
100 Up: Gwen Awty Janet Reeman
Anwyl Pairs: Gwen Awty &

Rhonda Stephens
Dianne Roberts &
Sue Jennings

Val James Pairs: Gwen Awty &
Bernice Thorn

Marge Monahan &
Elaine Hughes

Monahan Pairs: Margaret Mountford &
Pauline Thompson

Gwen Awty &
Alwyn Farman





Page 5

The ‘Cliff Club News April 2009

Managers Report – Rod Wayth ( cont.):

CAPITAL WORKS
Our tennis court lighting is now installed and we are not far away from having those two
courts back in play. Keep an eye on our notice boards and website for the evening
competitions that will be running over the coming weeks to get a taste of night tennis in
Queenscliff. What a great way to get a few more people around the club through the
winter months while the greens are out of action.
Unfortunately the resurfacing of the court has been delayed until later in the year due to
weather conditions, this will however be completed prior to next summer.

Our Community Club is Under Threat!! It Needs Action By
Members!

THE GOVERNMENT’S SCHEME TO AUCTION GAMING MACHINES TO THE
HIGHEST BIDDER MEANS THAT OUR NOT-FOR-PROFIT CLUB MAY LOSE
ITS GAMING MACHINES TO COMMERCIAL INTERESTS.

THIS CLUB IS NOT-FOR-PROFIT AND 100% OF ITS GAMING MONEY STAYS
LOCAL TO SUPPORT LOCAL SPORTS & COMMUNITY GROUPS.
IF THE GOVERNMENT’S PLANS GO AHEAD IT RISKS:

- Our Gaming Revenue Leaving the Local Area
- Losing Local Jobs
- Losing Funding for Local Sport
- Forcing us to Close our Doors.

THE BRUMBY GOVERNMENT REFUSES TO COME CLEAN ABOUT ITS
PLANS TO SACRIFICE OUR CLUB IN ITS GRAB FOR GAMING DOLLARS.

IT DOESN’T HAVE TO BE ALL OR NOTHING - SHARE IT AROUND. THE
MINIMUM ENTITLEMENTS FOR PRE-COMMITMENT PROPOSAL ALLOWS
FOR ALL CLUBS
TO GET SOME MACHINES AT A FAIR PRICE AND PROTECTS COMMUNITY
CLUBS

CLUB MEMBERS VOTE, WE CAN SAVE OUR CLUB
PARLIAMENT VOTES ON THIS BILL ON 8 MAY 2009 – YOU MUST
ACT NOW!!

SIGN THE PETITION AT THE CLUB
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Member Profile:

Member’s Name: Rhonda Stephens
Occupation: Retired
Previous Occupation: Business Manager
Position Played in Pennant: Second
Positions Held in Bowls: President (Ladies), Chair of Tournament

Committee, Chair of Social Committee
Highlights of Bowls: Play-offs in Echuca for A1 Pennant
Lowlight of Bowls: Geoff’s Recent Illness
Night Pennant Player: No
RVBA Pennant Player No

Bowls Results: Winky Wayth Medley Day Easter Sunday
Easter Sunday the above annual event was conducted in perfect weather and played on
very good greens. The day was sponsored by Rodney, Bruce, and Keith Wayth together
with an old stalwart living in Queensland,George Flitton.
This year the response was particularly good and we were over subscribed with entries.
Each team competed in 6 games and the winner was John McMahon from Leopold
second was Neil Pattie from Altona and the consolation prize for the afternoon Dennis
Arthur.
By the comments from the players this event will be popular again next year. There has
been a suggestion that we increase the number of players by having teams of 4. This
could see a breakup to fours and pairs in the morning with triples and singles followed by
pairs in the afternoon. This will be considered when the tournament committee do a
review.
Thanks to the people who contributed to the success of this day and especially to our
greenkeeper Barry. He really has put in a tremendous effort since starting last August.
Keith Wayth
President
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Winter Events:

Just because the Bowling Greens close, doesn’t mean the Club does! Many activities
continue to occur at the Club, during the Winter period.

The Regular Members Nights continue, with Members Draws on the Monday evenings –
this jackpot continues to grow – so attend the night, and you may be lucky enough to take
off the cash prize!

Our famous RIPVIEW Bistro and Bar operate all year round – with the great $12 Two
Course Lunch Monday to Friday, or Monday evening Members Discount (10% off),
makes a great time for people to visit with family and friends, and keep the home fires
burning at the Club.

Currently, the Clubs operating Poker Machines regulations are under review, and it is not
certain how many, if any, our Club will continue to hold, if what is proposed comes to
effect. If you enjoy this part of our Club, continue to support us during the Winter
period, while we still have them.

Regular Friday Card Sessions are held at the Club at 1pm – keep looking at the Club
Website for more details, and for other special sessions and occasions during the Winter
period.

During the Winter period, Croquet season hits a high note – have you ever wanted to
have a hit – later reports tell how this can be arranged.

Recent Club Highlights:

- Were you at the Club while the Highland Dancing lessons were in session,
during the wake of the GDBA Premier League final? Or the following Monday evening,
where it was “alleged” that a certain Premier League Queenscliff Bowler had “cheats
Bowls”, because of their narrowness?

Who did the Highland Dancing? Who has these “alleged” narrow bowls?

If you know, email newsletter@queenscliffbowling.com.au, in order to get the facts right,
so we can present the true story in future editions!

- Have you heard of the plans to resurface the Tennis Courts? This should be a
great advance for our members, and improve the playing standard – go Couta’s
go!
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Croquet Club: Members enjoy a hit!

Recently, a few of our ladies were seen having a social practice hit on the
Green, one of resident photo takers captured them in full flight:

Have you recently played Croquet? Ever felt like a hit, but been too shy to give
it a go?

If you wish to try this fun game, please drop in and speak to the Queenscliff
Croquet Club members, to learn more of the game, and how to play the game
properly.

There are regular events on the calendar for members to play either association
or golf croquet – so go on, give it a go! You never know where it will lead!

Wednesdays & Saturdays from 9.30am to 12 noon are the regular club days or
you can contact the Club Captain, Laurene Richmond on 03 52554456 or the
Club President, Yvonne Crofts on 0419943131
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Croquet Club News:

- Michel Franck from the Queenscliff croquet club won section 2 of
the Geelong Croquet Association Golf Croquet Open Competition.
The Competition was held over 2 days march 31/April 1 at Belmont
Croquet Club.

Thomas Memorial Competition held at Queenscliff Croquet Club

- The weather could not have been kinder to us on Thursday April 2
as we played in ideal conditions - almost windless and a balmy 30C.
The Thomas Memorial Trophy is an annual event held in early
April each year that commemorates both Chris and Peg Thomas
who were members of the club for a number of years. I didn't
personally know Chris but Peg was secretary when I first joined the
club 10 years ago. The competition is played as 3 rounds of doubles
with players having a different partner in each round with one
person being declared the winner at the end of the day. This year
the competition was won by Val Hunt, from the Belmont Croquet
Club, with 3 wins and 41 hoops. Raine Vivian, from Drysdale, was
runner up in this section with 3 wins and 37 hoops. In the other
division Margaret Skeen won with 2 wins and 34 hoops with Carol
Bradburn the runner up with 2 wins and 28 hoops. Both these
players were from the Drysdale Croquet Club.

Anne Molloy

SOCIAL NEWS:

- Footy Tips 2009 – In the First Round, the Blues started the season with a big win! –
what will happen in coming weeks??

Weekly prizes including pick the margin, pick 8 and beat the bar.

- Cards – Every Friday from 1.00 come along for a game of Crazy Whist.

- ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS – The club is selling the entertainment books this year,
$10 from each book sold ($50 each) goes to the club. These books are great value – check
out the book at the Club.


