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The ‘Cliff Club News
August 2009

Hello and Welcome to the Queenscliff Bowling, Tennis & Croquet Club latest newsletter.

This Newsletter intends to inform members of current news and people, past history of
the Club, and other pieces of interest to you – the member.

If you would like to submit an article for inclusion in future newsletters, please put you
news in an envelope and address it to “The Cliff Club News”, or email
newsletter@queenscliffbowling.com.au

Wishing members success on and off the greens and may the new season be full of fun!
Go Couta’s Go!

Board Chairman’s Message – Robert Merriman.

The recent Winter months have seriously tested the financial viability of our operation
and certainly our financial position is very low compared to other years for the same
period. However, we are confident that with Spring just around the corner and the
opening of the greens, we will see greater use of the Club by its members.

The Board has recently reviewed a number of options for the future development of the
facilities for the members, particularly the introduction of an all-weather green. The
Board has been able to consider the Club’s long term future, given that the gaming
legislation has been finalized and the effect of the new laws having been examined by the
Board, we look forward to presenting to members a future forward plan looking towards
2017.

We sincerely hope that with the start of our sporting activities, that we have enjoyable
times using the facilities at the Club.

Yours,

Bob Merriman
Board Chairman
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Queenscliff Mens Bowls Committee:

Members, the committee is gearing up for the oncoming season with a meeting held
Tuesday Aug 11.

The greenkeeper is going to open one green during the second last week in August
dependent of course on the weather.

The opening will be held on Friday September 4 with an informal gathering at 4.30
followed by an official opening by our Mayor and Board Chairman Bob Merriman, after
which there will be some food available. Pennant starts in October and during November
the Bellarine Shield will be played at Queenscliff as well as the Battle of the Rip at
Queenscliff on Nov 29.

The Selection Committee has arranged practice games with the first on the same weekend
as the opening. Please place your name on the Pennant list as soon as possible so as to
give a guide as to our numbers. It may be that this year we will be short of players again
so remember to be on the look out for recruits.

Our Committee have decided to purchase two trollies, and have them slightly modified to
carry mats and kitties. It is planned that after play they be housed in each locker room and
during the day on the landing outside. This will greatly assist in the control, distribution
and collection of same, a job which all can take responsibility for.

The Council has still not indicated where our boundaries will be but the Board is
investigating possibilities of using our existing area in a more efficient manner. The
establishment of an artificial green looks likely in the near future.

There is to be a working bee called soon for painting and general jobs around our Club.
Please consider contributing an hour or two to assist.

Finally it is in our own interest to support our Club in all ways to help it survive and
prosper.

Good bowling.

Keith Wayth President

A Brief History of Queenscliff Croquet Club

(A comprehensive history is contained in a booklet available from QBTCC or on their
website)

The Queenscliff Croquet Club in Hesse Street, Queenscliff, is a section of the Queenscliff
Bowling, Tennis & Croquet Club inc.
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A Brief History of Queenscliff Croquet Club (cont.)

The Croquet Club runs as an independent section with members of the Croquet Club
being able to enjoy the services of QBTCC and have a say in the general running of the
whole club

Although the Bowling club was established in 1883 with Tennis becoming a part of the
club in 1885
it was not until 1913 that the concept of also having the game of croquet available to
members and their families was discussed After much consideration over the following
few years and dedicated work by the bowling members, an area was cleared to install a
croquet lawn by 1919 when play first commenced

Funds for the initial works to set up the bowling greens & tennis courts were raised by
way of a loan from the Bank of Victoria and a tremendous effort within the community
on fund raising activities such as bazaars & moonlight concerts as well as generous
donations.

Croquet was popular with the community but with increased interest in bowling and the
heavy cost of overall maintenance of the lawns it was decided to convert the croquet lawn
into another bowling green in 1931/1932 to bring in much needed revenue.

Later, during 1932 to 1933 another lawn for croquet was prepared on an unused section
of the grounds with a regulation size grassed court. This was enabled by a liberal water
supply from the Bellarine water supply system which was laid down to the club grounds
in 1932.

Initial water supply to the grounds was by way of windmills pumping water into elevated
tanks on the western side of the grounds from which reticulation hoses were used for
watering the greens. At times there were shortages of water and at those times water had
to be brought in by rail from Geelong.

A small clubhouse for croquet players was erected alongside the croquet lawn in 1937
with the members themselves contributing substantially towards the construction cost and
providing the furnishings and equipment. It was not until1987 that extensions to give us
the clubroom that exists today were carried out. The funds for these extensions were
provided by a grant from Geelong Croquet Association.

Croquet has continued to be a popular sport in the Queenscliff precinct with membership
continuing at a steady pace. This intriguing game offers a challenging alternative to
bowls and tennis and attracts plenty of interest from holiday makers strolling past the
lawns on club days.
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Member Profile: - Margaret Mountford

Margaret has been playing bowls for over 25 years, in a previous life (working)
she was a teacher.

Highlights of Margaret’s Bowls Career include winning the Club Championship,
being part of 3 Pennant Wins, winning the District and Zone Triples (as Skip) with
Marj Monahan and Denise Clark, and the following 3 years Queenscliff won this
title as well.

A Skip in Team 2, Margaret doesn’t play RVBA pennant or Night Pennant, but
has an ambition “to keep enjoying it”.

A major regret is there isn’t enough Mixed Bowls in Queenscliff.

Margaret had 55 happy years married to Frank (who died last November), and
they have 5 Children (Meredith, Jenny, Mark, Susan & David) and 7
Grandchildren.

Keep bowling along Margaret, looking forward to many happy years ahead.
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CARDS:

The Card players in the Winter period have been having a lot of fun – playing Crazy
Whist to their heart’s content!

Have you ever wondered how a “misere – blind” works? Or do you wonder what all the
laughter and hilarity coming from the Club rooms on the Friday afternoons was about –
the Cliff Card sharks are at it again.

Thanks to Betty, Rhonda, and ladies who organized the weekly afternoons, and also to all
those who provided the yummy eats for afternoon tea and raffle prizes – a great time was
regularly had, with much fellowship and friendships developed.

Looking forward to the future games – each Friday, from 1pm – and don’t forget you
have to be in it to have fun!

Tennis Club Success

The Tennis Section even though small at the moment, is going along well.

We had two mid-week teams for our first season finishing in June. Our Grade 13 won
their section, so congratulations to Marie, Lorraine, Lena, Prue and Jill. Well Done!

We have now started our second season and have two teams again, so hopefully some
more good luck will be with us.
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Tennis Club News – Juniors

Juniors:

We had two Junior teams over the Summer Season, Grade 13 and Grade 18. Our 13’s
were runners-up. Well Done. Our Grade 18 finished just out of the four, but had bad
luck with one boy breaking his arm at the beginning of the season and another boy with a
broken arm at the last part of the season.

We currently have one Junior Team for the Winter Season. They are Grade 7 and are
currently holding second place. They start their finals next Saturday morning, so we wish
them all good luck for the coming weeks of finals.

Bronte Connoley, one of our Club’s Under 17 Queenscliff Tennis Champions

Junior Championships:

The Junior Championship Results were:

Girls Under 17: - Bronte Connoley
Boys Under 12: - Tom Kidd
Boys Under 17: - Tom Kidd

Our Lights look great, but the weather has been too cold and damp for try-outs at the
moment. We are looking forward to resurfacing as the weather becomes warmer.

Congratulations to the Club for the election of Andrew Kidd to the Board of Management
as a representative of the Tennis Club. We are sure that he will be a very worthy member
on this committee.
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Croquet Club News

A Thank You
The Committee and members of the croquet club would like to thank the current Green
Keeper, Barry, for the great work he has done on our croquet lawn. The Queenscliff
croquet lawns are the best kept within the Geelong Croquet Association area and players
from outside clubs look forward to being invited to play at our club.

The croquet members also wish to express their gratitude to Management of QBTCC for
enabling us to make use of one of the bowling lawns during the winter months. Unlike
the Bowling section, croquet continues through the winter months.

New Members Gained
Since our last report we have secured 5 new members. 3 of these are previous members
who, for personal & health reasons, ceased membership some time ago but have now
returned. These are experienced players and enthusiastically welcomed back into the
fold. The remaining 2 are new to croquet. The increase in the membership is due to the
promotional efforts of the Club Captain, Laurene Richmond who always has the best
interest of the club at heart.

Queenscliff Croquet Club now has 25 playing members plus 2 life members. With
summer approaching, we are expecting interest in our challenging game to increase and
membership to continue to improve.

90th Birthday Celebration
QCC is celebrating its 90th birthday on Wednesday 2nd September 2009. To mark the
occasion we will be holding a Golf Croquet Tournament with invitations going out to
previous members and clubs within the Geelong area. Play will start at 9.30 am with a
BBQ lunch and finishing with afternoon tea in the Tennis Club Rooms within the main
building.

Board Members have been invited to afternoon tea (and to share in our birthday cake !)
and any other QBTCC members who wish to ‘pop in’ are welcome.
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Member Profile: - Bob Millichamp

Bob has been a member of the Queenscliff Bowls, Tennis & Croquet Club for
the last 3 years.

Bob began his bowls career 26 years ago, at Ballarat Central Bowls Club. He
progressed to Central Wendouree, Beechworth, and Ocean Grove, Ballarat
East & Ocean Grove , before coming to Queenscliff.

Through this long career, Bob has won Club Championships (Singles) at
Beechworth and Ballarat East Bowls Club, and was a Runner Up in the Singles
at Ocean Grove. He is yet to taste Pennant success, but is hopeful this year
will be the year! Bob enjoys the challenges presented by lawn bowls, a great
game.

One of the Queenscliff Club’s hard-working staff, Bob says the most difficult
thing to do behind the bar is some of the cocktails he sometimes get asked to
make. Bob asks that all members present their membership cards, to receive
the “happy hour” discounts associated, and to accumulate the Reward Points
with each purchase.

Bob enjoys the face to face contact with members and visitors, and agrees the
club is generally well run.

Bob is a keen gardener, when time permits, and follows the Cats in the AFL.
He is married (Lorraine, wife), and has 2 children, Julie & Ashley, and 6 grand
children.

We look forward to a long association, Bob, keep the drinks flowing!
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Manager’s Report – Rod Wayth.

The winter of 2009 has not been a prosperous time for the club, which is to be expected
given that the mild winters of the past few years have not been repeated this year. As a
result we have had a very slow start to our year with patronage through the venue
down considerably. This being said, and though there has been no bowling through the
winter months, there is still plenty going on at the Club.

We picked up another premiership for the tennis section as you will see from the tennis
report in this newsletter and the croquet section has been a hive of activity leading up
to their 90th Anniversary celebrations in early September. It has been particularly
pleasing to see some new members signing up for both the tennis and croquet sections
in recent months.

Whilst the trade has been generally poor, there has been activity over the winter
months. Our members draw reached its cap of $1000 for the first time and stayed there
for four weeks before being won by one of our Croquet members who was enjoying a
bistro meal when the draw was conducted. It then went off again just three weeks later
with one of our social members taking away $320. The draw now goes up by $80 each
week so it now gets up to the higher amounts even faster, it is already approaching
$500. Friday nights have continued to be popular, with many continuing to enjoy the
raffles over the winter months and there have been some new discount offers run in the
Bistro on Tuesdays and Thursdays that make it even better value for the our diners.

Our Friday cards have had great attendance the last few weeks with some people
starting to return home from their winter migrations and holidays. To celebrate this fun
day there will be a double loyalty points offer during cards each Friday, so come along
and use your membership card to boost your points balance. – Just ask bar staff for
details.

Unfortunately when the trade drops off and the income diminishes, the expenses keep
rolling on. Further maintenance to our water harvesting system has been required and
as usual there has been a strong investment in the winter renovations on the greens in
preparation for their opening for the season. Other general maintenance items have
also continued through the winter.
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Manager’s Report – Rod Wayth (cont.)

We have been able to offer sponsorship and assistance to the Queenscliff Toy Library, St
Laurence Community House, Queenscliff Kindergarten, and Queenscliff Historical
Museum through the winter period which has been another positive for our Club at a
community level.

Our Green Keeper, Barry Orvis, has continued to do a fantastic job with our greens and
has them in exactly the condition he wants them in at this time of the year, so much so
he was able to open green number two in the week commencing August 17th. – Well
done again Barry.

With greens open and practice games not far away we can look forward to improved
trade during spring and a whole lot more activity around the place. So as we say
goodbye to winter keep an eye out for our new bistro offers and other specials such as
more loyalty points offers and come in and make use of our great club.

Rod Wayth - MANAGER

QUEENSCLIFF LADIES BOWLING SECTION:

Our winter months have been very restful in preparation for the upcoming bowls season
but this does not mean that the ladies have been asleep.

Our ladies have enjoyed our winter lunches held at the Ripview Bistro, Atrium Cafe, The
Vic and one more to come, at the Ferry Cafe on 27th August. Come along and bring a
friend.

Our cards of a friday have been well attended and a lot of laughs (and deep sighs) have
been enjoyed by all. Thank you to those that have provided a raffle for these afternoons.
Cards will be continued over the summer months so if you feel like a game, a laugh or
two and a cuppa you will be welcomed.

We had five Tuesday mornings in June at Point Lonsdale Bowling Club with our
Coaches and enjoyed some programs, to not only help our newer players but challenged
everyone who participated. Thank you to the coaches, Gwen, Glen and Lesley for
organizing this practice, it was very worthwhile.

Please keep your eye on the noticeboard for pennant practice coming up.. Pennant starts
on the 22nd September and everyone needs to get their act into gear.

We've had a few sickies during the winter so we hope they are feeling better and will be
able to join us again for bowls or just come along for a cuppa. Keep in touch.
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QUEENSCLIFF LADIES BOWLING SECTION (cont.)

Good luck for the coming season to all the pennant sides.

Listed underneath are early dates to remember:-

01.09.09 Pennant Practice 10.30a.m. BYO lunch.
Name on list in the ladies room by 27th August please.

03.09.09 Practice in the morning - 10.30a.m. BYO lunch. Afternoon talk

04.09.09 Club Opening in the Bar Area between 4.30 & 7.00p.m.

05.09.09 Bring a friend to Bowls Day. 1.00p.m.. Members a plate for afternoon tea.

07.09.09 Committee Meeting 10.30a.m.
LADIES GENERAL MEETING 1.00p.m.
Geelong Bowls Shop Display after meeting.

08.09.09 Ladies Pennant Practice 10.30a.m.

15.09.09 Ladies Pennant Practice v Point Lonsdale at Q. 11.00am.
Members a plate for afternoon tea.

17.09.09 BDLBA Opening Day

18.09.09 Hoppen 2 Bowl

22.09.09 Pennant Commences11.00a.m.

28.09.09 Umpire Measuring Course BYO Lunch.

Please put your name on lists on the board in the ladies room if you will be playing in any
of the above practice matches.

MONDAY NIGHT – MEMBER’S DRAW – FRIDAY NIGHT – RAFFLES!

The recent Jackpot of $1000 did finally go off – congratulations to our worthy winner!
The Weekly Members Jackpot continues each Monday night, so come along and see if
you are going to be lucky. Members enjoy the hospitality and fellowship of others on
these nights, some stay for the discounted meal in the Ripview Bistro (thanks Denise),
and others also try their luck in the gaming room.

It is a fun night, along with the Friday night raffles and nibbles, so make sure you keep
coming back to the Club to enjoy the facilities and services provided.
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CASTING CAPERS RETURNS TO THE BOWLING CLUB

Following the success of Casting Capers I and II, the Queenscliffe Lighthouse
Theatre Group will again be staging a theatre restaurant – Casting Capers III - in
the RipView Restaurant at the Queenscliffe Bowling Club.

The format will be similar to the previous shows with a group of very desperate
actors and singers auditioning for a fictitious show. The very talented Marion
Melrose has again written and directed this show, Lizzie Coyne is the musical
director. Matthew King is our entertaining MC.

Dates for the show are Friday and Saturday October 2, 3, 9 and 10. Tickets are $32
for a two course meal with drinks at bar prices. Show time is 7.30pm, doors open at
6.45pm with dinner at 7.00pm. Tickets are available at the Bowling Club 5258.1773
or at the Queenscliffe Information Centre, Hesse Street 5258.4843.

Book early and don’t be disappointed.

The talented cast of Casting Capers III hard at work during rehearsals


